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MEDIA RELEASE
Rogers Conn Smythe Sports Celebrities 

Dinner & Auction in support of Easter Seals kids

CELEBRATES 60TH ANNIVERSARY

Toronto, ON, January 21, 2011—Sixty years ago, one magical night turned into a time-honoured tradition that's now known as the Rogers Conn Smythe Sports Celebrities Dinner & Auction, in support of Ontario’s kids with physical disabilities. 

On Wednesday, February 2, 2011, nearly 1,000 guests will attend Canada's most successful and prestigious sports dinner at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre, North Building. To date, the event has raised over $6.8 million to help Easter Seals kids and their families.

Wendel Clark is the Honourary Chair of the dinner, with celebrity guests including: Mark Messier, Doug Gilmour, John Farrell, Jim Barker, Russ Courtnall, EDGE, Bob Gainey, Angela James, Michael Johnson, Peter Mahovlich, Dion Phaneuf, Paul Posluszny and Greg Westlake, a member of the gold medal Paralympic Winter Games Sledge Hockey team. Mike Bullard, one of Canada’s most recognized entertainment celebrities, is the returning emcee for the evening.  

"We are grateful for the support of Rogers, the celebrities and everyone who takes part in this incredible evening," says Hockey Night in Canada's Scott Morrison, Chair of the dinner committee and Easter Seals’ board member.  “It’s about the kids, helping to give children with physical disabilities independence and freedom.”  

The Rogers Conn Smythe Sports Celebrities Dinner & Auction marks the launch of Easter Seals Ontario’s annual fundraising campaign as well as the introduction of the new Provincial Easter Seals Ambassadors.  The Provincial Easter Seals Ambassadors, who will be revealed at the dinner, spend the year representing and speaking on behalf of Ontario’s children and youth with physical disabilities. 

“Over the past 60 years, The Rogers Conn Smythe Dinner has truly become a time-honoured Easter Seals tradition and one of our most successful events,” says Carol Lloyd, President and CEO, Easter Seals Ontario. “Our ability to serve children and youth with physical disabilities for the past 88 years is largely dependent on the generosity of our corporate sponsors, such as Rogers, and individuals, who give so generously.”

By providing financial assistance, Easter Seals helps ease the financial burden on families so that children with physical disabilities are able to get the equipment they need to achieve a greater level of independence. Easter Seals Ontario also owns and operates two fully accessible camps and is recognized as an industry leader in providing specialized recreation programs for kids with physical disabilities.
For more information on tickets, or to donate, please call 416.421.8377 or go to www.connsmythedinner.com.
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